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M U R D E R  W IL L  O U T . T h is old tru th  is again verified as the 
blood-chilling story of Song My village burst ou t of the suppression 
w hich kept it from, the  world for 20 m onths. O f course, this 
ho rro r was know n in  V ietnam , along w ith  m any o th e r Am erican 
an d  allied War crimes, expla in ing  again the  unshakable deter­
m ination  of the V ietnam ese people to  fight to the end  for victory 
an d  freedom. T h is  one  crime, exposed to  ligh t of day, w ill shake 
the whole foundation  of the A m erican (and A ustralian) case for 
rem aining in  V ietnam  —  the big lie th a t they stay only to 
prevent massacre of the  “good” V ietnam ese (read, the  pro-A m eri­
can p u p p e ts ) .
Its im pact was correctly stated in  a L ondon Times  editorial:
The charges affect the reputation of the whole American Army. Unless 
conclusively disproved they must materially influence the conduct of the war, 
the negotiations for peace, and even the position of President Nixon. (Times
A n A m erican Arm y “jud ic ia l investigation” will try  desperately 
to  whitewash the crim e —  as the brass has already stated, the 
US G overnm ent interests have to be considered — or p in  it upon  
some ju n io r officer. T h is  is already impossible. I t  cannot be 
suppressed, as the G reen Beret case was suppressed, nor can 
it be treated  as an  aberra tion . A m o un ta in  of evidence exists 
to show this crim e is typical of the  w hole w ar of im perialist 
genocide. T h e  US Arm y already knew of the  crime, for one of 
its own photographers h ad  taken pictures of the massacre.
Mass ind iscrim inate  bom bing by B52’s continues in  the  South, 
stepped u p  since Johnson  was forced to h a lt bom bing the N orth . 
T h e  atrocities of napalm , chem ical w arfare and  o th e r refinem ents 
of technological w ar as waged by the m ost advanced capitalist 
civilisation have partia lly  h idden  the  b ru talising  ind iv idual cruelty 
deliberately developed by the Army, u n d er th e  detached, long 
distance “bu tton-push ing” mass cruelty dealt ou t in  cold blood, 
w ithout soiling hands. Yet there  is enough —  m ore th an  enough
— evidence tha t th is olym pian cruelty is supp lem ented  by delib ­
erate encouragem ent of mass m urder of civilians, b u rn in g  dow n of 
villages, to rtu re  of prisoners. T h is  incu lcation  of cruelty is 
underp inned  by racialism  and  anti-com m unist indoctrination ,
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copied by the A ustralian  Army w hich teaches its soldiers to  “kill 
those slant-eyed yellow bastards” w earing peasant hats.
T h e  A m erican im perialist power structure  — President, P en ta­
gon, press and plutocracy — is directly  responsible for Song My 
and  all the horrors of V ietnam . T h e  U n ited  States refused to 
accept the Geneva Agreem ent, and  set to work to frustra te  it. 
T h e  first step was engineering the  coup  to p u t its placem an Ngo 
D inh  D iem  in power and, at the end, engineering the coup in 
w hich he was m urdered. Ironically  enough, the  anniversary of 
D iem ’s death  is now celebrated as the  puppet R epub lic’s 
‘'N ationa l D ay”.
I t was the N go D inh  Diem  regim e w hich began the policy ol 
mass repressions — jailings, tortures, m urders. A nd the A m eri­
cans backed these actions all the  way. W hen these excesses 
produced th e  inevitable counter, peasan t uprisings and  guerilla 
fighting, the  Am ericans moved in th e ir troops —  first “advisers”, 
then  whole fighting units.
Song My explains some of the  fantastic reports em anating  from 
th e  A m erican side of the war. T h e re  was hard ly  ever a battle  
rep o rt w hich d id  no t give V ietcong casualties as from  four to 
ten  times the US losses, allegedly ta llied  in  th a t gruesom e US 
co n tribu tion  to  anti-guerilla war, the “body coun t” . Enough has 
been w ritten  from  Am erican sources to know  th a t this was often 
exaggerated too, bu t the US figures are a b it less incredible if 
civilians k illed  are added to  soldiers, and  if Song My was no t an 
isolated case. Indeed, the Am ericans really regard  every V iet­
nam ese as a L iberation  Arm y fighter. A nd they are no t so far 
from  the  tru th ; for there is a deep an d  bu rn in g  h a tred  for the 
US invaders and  the ir South V ietnam ese puppets.
T h e  Pentagon recently released th e ir figures of total “body 
coun t” . T h is  claim ed over 700,000 N L F  and  N o rth  Vietnamese 
dead  in  m ilitary  action, com pared w ith  150,000 “A llied” dead 
(including  40,000 A m ericans). T h is  figure is unbelievable except 
if it includes women, children and old men deliberately killed 
in military actions, as a t Song My.
T h is  te rrib le  slaughter is the final ind ictm en t of the American- 
A ustralian  war, hundreds of thousands are massacred, allegedly to 
save the  V ietnam ese people from  possible massacre should the 
A m ericans w ithdraw . T h is  is the  last and  weakest of the 
A m erican “big lies”, w ithout basis in  V ietnam ese reality and  is 
only an  excuse for the  continued  effort to  “save face” and  
m ain ta in  an  A m erican presence in  South  East Asia. T h is de ter­
m in a tio n  is shown again in  the fake agreem ent to “re tu rn  Okinaw a 
to  J a p a n ”, yet hanging  on to  nuclear bases in  th a t restive island.
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N IX O N  HAS L E A R N T  N O T H IN G  from  Joh n so n ’s hum ilia tion  
and  collapse. Like Johnson, he prom ised peace w ith  honor, and, 
like him , is delivering only m ore w ar w ith  m ore dishonour. 
B ehind the  facade of peace talk, fake “w ithdraw als” and  protes­
tations of in ju red  innocence, N ixon and his advisers are w orking 
ou t a last desperate strategy for “victory” . Key to  th is strategy 
is to  “V ietnam ise” the w ar, to  get Asians to k ill Asians —  or as 
US Am bassador to  Saigon Ellsw orth B unker cynically said “change 
the colour of the  dead” . T h is  is a perm anen t A m erican im perial 
strategy w hich has h ad  m any “successes” b u t is becom ing harder 
and harder to operate.
N ixon’s latest strategy w ill no t succeed, any m ore th an  d id  the 
various strategies w orked ou t by a succession of m ilitary  and  
political strategists. Yet th e  longer the w ar goes on, the  greater 
the  death ro ll and  the  m ore villagesi will suffer th e  fate of Song 
My.
A great and  sustained effort is needed to end the war. T h is 
w ill have to  be forced upon  the  governm ents involved. W hile 
th is is first of all the  US governm ent, th e  first responsibility  of 
A ustralians who oppose the w ar is to  force th e ir  ow n governm ent 
ou t of the war, sim ultaneously lifting  the cam paign against 
Am erican im perialism  to a new level. W e should  speak out, 
louder and  clearer, for the tru th  tha t only the N ationa l L iberation  
F ro n t and the Provisional R evolutionary  G overnm ent have the 
program  to end the war. Supporting  every effort for w ithdraw al 
of A ustralian  troops —  for this w ould be a psychological blow 
to  the US war, already unprecedentedly  u n p o p u la r a t hom e and  
abroad — it is also necessary to speak o u t against the US policy 
of “V ietnam isation” . M r. W hitlam  may regard  th is new N ixon 
m anoeuvre as v ind ication  of his V ietnam  w ithdraw al policy, as 
he has stated, b u t this cannot be the position of any genuine 
anti-im perialist.
N ixon’s policy w ill fail. Vietnamese m ilitary  and  political 
realities, the position a t hom e and  the w orld clim ate of op in ion  
all continue to  m ake it  im possible for it to work. H is appeal to 
the  so-called “great silen t m ajority” m et w ith  —  Silence. H e 
ignores a t his peril th e  d ep th  an d  b read th  of the  anti-w ar move­
m ent. Johnson, too, rid icu led  the protesters and  called them  
agents of H anoi. V ietnam  rem ains the  key issue of Am erican 
politics, affecting every o th e r issue.
M R. G O R T O N  FO U N D  T H IS  to be true  of A ustralian  politics, 
suddenly an d  surprisingly for him . In  1966, V ietnam , the  threa* 
of Asian C om m unism  and C hina 's Southw ard T h ru s t were
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election winners. In  1969, a G allup  Poll showed 55 per cent 
favouring A ustralian  w ithdraw al, and  suddenly the old bogies 
were no t enough to  produce the usual conditioned reflex voting. 
In  this new situation , the L iberal-Country-D LP coalition  found 
itself w ithou t a p lan  of cam paign, facing an unresponsive audience, 
unab le  to  seize the in itiative from  a sm ooth opponen t whose 
policies were also sm oothed and non-abrasive.
In  the deeper sense, these elections were an  exercise in  consensus 
politics. T h e  most im portan t issue was V ietnam , and  there was 
a real difference in  policies. M r. W h itlam  prom ised w ithdraw al 
by Ju n e , and  this was an im p o rtan t step  forw ard by the Labor 
Party. So was the prom ise to abolish conscription. Yet even 
here, the  W hitlam  position was no t so basically different from  
G orton ’s as it first appeared. W h itlam ’s policy is “V ietnam isation” ; 
as already m entioned, he found N ix o n ’s policy agreeing w ith  his 
concepts. Any conscription w ould be  rendered  red u n d an t by 
establishing an efficient professional arm y —  for what? T h is 
question was left open.
O n o ther issues, there  were differences, of course. Most 
im portan t of these was abolition  of p enal clauses, and  there were 
attractive promises on education, health , housing, pensions. These 
differences, im portan t in  themselves, represented  no real problem s 
to  the existing setup. T h is could be seen in  two press comments, 
one before the election, the o ther after. T h e  first referred  to 
the lack of concern felt in big business circles and  on the Stock 
Exchange as a L abor swing became obvious; the o ther, g ratu itous 
?dvice to  th e  L iberals to do as M enzies did: im plem ent ALP 
policies w ithou t acknowledgm ent.
T h e  la tte r advice is sure to  be followed, at least on some 
dom estic issues. T h a t it w ould even be given, let alone accepted, 
says a lo t abou t sim ilarity  of the  party  leaders policies and 
perhaps of th e ir fundam enta l philosophies. T h e  first rep o rt is 
in teresting  in  itself, b u t a fu rther question  is posed. W as the 
“neu tra lity ” of b ig  business reflected in  the  unusual press 
im partia lity  tow ards L abor o r ra ther, the lessened partiality  
against L abor — reinforced by increased financial an d  other help? 
Q uite  active rum ors, an d  no t un inform ed, suggest th a t the  unusual 
p ro fit repo rted  on th e  A LP cam paign was no t caused by any 
huge ju m p  in  un ion  donations, nor by the usual and  well-known 
business sources. N ew  donors are suggested; the nam e of the 
A m erican Chase N ational Bank is the  m ost often  m entioned.
O f course, this type of “insurance” politics is no t unknow n 
w herever two party  systems exist. T h e  “good sense” of hard- 
headed businessm en is so often  vindicated  by L abor and Social
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Dem ocratic politicians th a t they cannot be b lam ed for investing 
in  A ustralian. W ilson in  B ritain , B randt in  W est G erm any have 
no t presaged R ed  R evolu tion  —  why should W h itlam  be any 
greater threat?
Y ET IT  WAS A L E F T  S H IF T , despite all this. How to estim ate 
the significance of this left swing is becom ing a big political 
question, first of all for the  left itself (in  its broadest meaning);. 
A nd this is tru e  for the C om m unist Party  as well as the ALP 
left, for the New Left, for every left trend. I t  can be exaggerated, 
as it will be by those w ho w ant to justify some centrist o r o ther 
theory of transform ing the A LP into a revolutionary party. I t 
can be discussed by those w ho take an  anarchist o r super-left 
position tha t votes d o n ’t m atter since parliam ent is a fraud. B ut 
it will be discussed by all.
T h e  vote was an im p o rtan t move away from  conservatism, 
placing the  coalition in  its only real danger since 1961 —  and 
the  danger is greater than  then, since it cannot be rem oved oy 
an  economic upswing. In  this tangible sense it was an obvious 
swing to the left. I f  it  was no t a conscious move to  the  left—  
?nd  this seems clear from  the  policies involved an d  some of the 
social groupings w hich moved —  it provides; new opportun ities 
for the  left.
iOf these, the m ost in tangib le  is perhaps the  m ost im portan t 
in  the long run . T h is  is the discontent, sensed and  felt ra ther 
than  rationalised, w ith  things as they are. T h is  discontent d id  
no t arise directly from  economic problem s of unem ploym ent and 
insecurity as in  1961 or m ore starkly in  th e  30’s an d  40’s. Yet 
the deep discontent is no less real and  its causes are  even more 
significant. T h e  discontent was m ore w ith  the system, w ith its 
effects upon people’s lives and  the ir developm ent as hum an 
beings, it  is m ore moral, a disgust and  revulsion against inequali­
ties and injustice, against w ar and  conscription, against lies and 
liars, against the prevalence of double standards, against the 
obvious m an ipu la tion  of society by those a t the  top.
T h is  feeling w ill no t subside, no m atter w hat changes are  m ade 
by the L iberal Party , u n d e r G orton o r any o th e r conceivable 
leader. (N or would it  have disappeared if W h itlam  had  become 
Prim e M inister, because its causes w ould have rem ained.)
G O R T O N  W IL L  GO, despite his win over M cM ahon and  his 
subsequent hu m ilia tio n  of the  re-elected deputy  leader. G orton ’* 
style does no t suit th e  m ore conservative L iberal establishm ent, 
although they picked h im  precisely because his style was seen as
5
AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW December, 1969
an attractive image. A nd his personal politics have tu rn ed  out 
a b it radical for them , even if it is com pensated by an  impeccably 
rightw ing posture on most vital issues. G orton  apparen tly  aspires 
to  a type of G aullism  for himself and  for A ustralian  capitalism  
in South East Asia. L ike de G aulle he w ould  create a mythos 
of A ustralian  nationalism , seek a type of personal rule, and m an­
oeuvre on  the in te rna tiona l arena, try ing to use the divisions 
betw een the great powers.
T h e  only trouble is tha t A ustralia  is no t France, and  G orton 
no  de G aulle. N either by trad itio n  n o r tra in in g  do  the policy 
makers of the establishm ent lean to B onapartism ; the Menzies-type 
ascendancy was ra th e r  in  the  B ritish  bourgeois-aristocrat trad ition . 
A ustralia  cannot aspire to any such in te rna tiona l independence 
even as France displayed u n d er de G aulle  —  and this was probably 
punctu red  by the events of May, 1968. A nd G orton  him self 
certainly lacks m ost of de G aulle’s characteristics, except a con­
siderable vanity, w hich usually dissipates itself in  non-political 
pursuits anyway.
T H E  S P L IT  IN  CO N SERV A TISM  is real and  deep. I t  is 
com pounded of real policy differences, of personal antagonisms 
(frustrated  am bition  and  w ounded p rid e  are deep emotions) and 
tectional interests. G orton ’s new m inistry  is rem arkable for the 
extrem ists i t  has prom oted to ' jo in  W . C. W entw orth , and  for 
some unlikely  m inisterial allotm ents. In  the la tte r category Snedden 
as M inister for L abor m ust take the  prize. Perhaps he d id  go to 
U niversity a t the same tim e as Bob H aw ke, b u t this d id n ’t create 
a beau tifu l friendship. N or is he any m atch for the  latter, as 
th e ir  T V  encoun ter showed. Even if i t ’s no t tru e  th a t the  Law 
Faculty a t the  U niversity of W .A. carried  “w ith h ila rity ” a 
m otion  congratu lating  Snedden on  his earlier appo in tm ent as 
A ttorney-G eneral, he is obviously no in tellectual giant. A nd the 
sam e m ight be said of most o ther G orton  appointm ents. T h u s 
th e  d isappoin ted  an d  the  b itte r w ill find  it easy to  seek their 
revenge.
Divisions like these are no t easily healed, even un d er the 
exhorta tion  to  “hang  together o r we’ll hang  separately” . They 
are also caused and  com plicated by deeper divisions w ith in  the 
system itself. T hese divisions are over policies of na tional devel­
opm ent, affecting huge m onied interests, involving a clash of 
m onopoly groupings. T h e  notorious T rade-T reasury  clash, not 
ju st betw een M inisters b u t also betw een the  capable to p  policy­
m akers of the  bureaucracy, is involved as well (and in  fact this 
difference is itself a reflection of the  c la sh ). In  the final analysis, 
i t  could  be said th a t the  clash is over foreign investm ent and
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control of the  economy —  not so m uch the princip le , b u t the 
degree. A nd this affects everything, includ ing  foreign policy. 
G orton  was no t joking when he claim ed privately  th a t the  CIA 
was ou t to get him . T ru e  o r not, the  claim  shows how he feels 
about certain  A m erican influences in  A ustralia.
T H E  N EW  P O L IT IC A L  S IT U A T IO N  surely favours the  left, 
a lthough the m ain  beneficiary of the electoral swing was Labor 
un d er W hitlam . T h e  L abor P arty ’s differences rem ain , although 
they appear by contrast small. T hey  were reflected in  caucus 
voting for Senate deputy-leader and Executive. T h e  first w ent to 
the  righ t (and no t to  W h itlam ’s own preference, Senator B ish o p );
i he second saw some strengthening of the left. M r. W hitlam  
is prepared to  m ake concessions to  all ideologies for th e  sake of 
un ity  and electoral success. T h is  is easier because he is no t 
first an ideologist, th ough  tem peram entally  on the righ t. After 
all, his overriding am bition  is to become P rim e M inister, as a 
personal desire ra th e r th an  an  ideological com m itm ent.
T h e  W hitlam  strategy w ill be a parliam entary  offensive, to 
exploit the divisions, to w in the  Senate and  e ither force an  early 
election o r take over in  1972. T h is is no t a bad reform ist strategy, 
and  could well succeed. B u t the  left should  no t be sold on it. 
I t  would contain  th e  m ovem ent outside, the best guaran tee of 
defeating L iberal governm ents and  the best p repara tion  for that 
real challenge to the system w hich is the objective of a ll genuinely 
left politics.
T H E  S T R IK E  M O V E M E N T  IS D E V E L O PIN G  fast. Even M r. 
Snedden prophesises a bigger upsurge next year, as the A C TU  
rejects the governm ent “offer” to  tone dow n the p enal clauses 
and  the strike wave ro lls on. C ertain  new features of the strike 
m ovem ent are w orth  noting . T h e  SA ru b b er m ills strike, and  
the m uch bigger dispute a t Ford, are m arked by a stubborn  
determ ination  to stay o u t and  bitterness against the  m anagem ent’s 
contem ptuous rejection  of workers’ claims (in the Ford  case, 
the  foreign control is blam ed, correctly). Im m ig ran t workers are 
deeply involved, too, and  they influence the  de term ination  to  stay 
ou t longer.
Paralysis of the penal powers, caused by the  G overnm ent’s fear 
of mass response to  th e ir clear A C T U  Congress call, weakens 
a rb itra tion  and in  fact raises new doubts abou t th e  a rb itra tion  
system itself. E xciting new possibilities exist for the union  
movem ent. T h e  m ain  obstacles to  realising these are m ost im p o rt­
ant, the righ tw ing  opposition  to m ilitancy and  action, and  then  
a different type of u n io n  conservatism w hich can affect the left
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as well. T h e  m ain problem  by far is the  rightw ing influence; but 
effective struggle against the  righ tw ing  can itself be h indered 
by conservatism. T h e  new m ood for action will m ake big 
dem ands on all trends in  the unions, as w ill the need for dynamic 
changes in un ion  program s and structures. T h e  need and possi­
bility  for such changes have been shown by the changes dem anded 
by unionists in  the old bureaucratic  structures, most dram atically 
in u ltim ate  success of the long ran k  and  file cam paign to win 
and  revitalise the  A W U  in  NSW . T h is  is no  isolated example; 
it is the shape of things to  come, an  earnest of the new mood 
and  its potential.
T H E  F U T U R E  OF U N IO N ISM  is one of the m ajor issues 
lacing the  workers’ m ovem ent, the  left as a whole and  the Com­
m unist Party  in  particu lar. T h e  C om m unist P arty ’s coming 
Congress, now proposed for Easter, will certainly be one of its 
most im portan t. I t  is no secret th a t there is a division of opinion 
in  the  Party, w hich the Congress will have to  decide. W hat is 
becom ing clearer is th a t this division is no t just abou t Czechoslo­
vakia, b u t ranges over a m uch w ider field. I t  concerns the very 
concept of socialism —  an d  th a t is the  im portance of Czecho­
slovakia. I t  concerns the  concept of democracy, workers’ control 
and  self-management, and  this in  tu rn  raises issues abou t the  union 
m ovem ent and  the way revolutionaries should  work to m odernise 
this great m ovem ent, to  b ring  it  closer to  the  essential challenge 
to  m onopoly dom ination , to  the system itself.
M uch of the argum ent abou t the “leading ro le” of w orking 
class and  party  makes no analysis of w hat is m eant, nor of how 
to translate these aims in to  reality. T h e  developing discussion 
on trade  unionism  and  its present problem s will dem and more 
th an  generalities and  parro ting  of dogmas. I t  w ill be an im portan t 
debate a t Congress and  before.
T h is  discussion, already begun m ore th an  a year ago, is now 
becom ing w idespread in  the un ion  m ovem ent as well as w ithin 
the Party. I t  is very closely connected w ith the m ain  issue for 
the Congress, e laboration of the P arty ’s concept of socialist 
strategy for A ustralia. T h e  decisive p a rt the w orking class m ust 
play in  socialist revolution ensures deep a tten tion  to bu rn ing  
Jssues of the  workers’ m ovem ent and  unionism  today.
T h e  22nd Congress of the CPA is sure to  be full of interest 
and  clash of views. Serious observers of political developments, 
no  m atter w hat the ir position, w ill no t be able to  ignore the 
discussions already begun in  the Party, and  outside, which will 
con tinue  u n til Congress assembles.
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